Safety of newer parenteral antibiotics.
Several parenteral antimicrobials have been introduced into clinical practice over the course of the last decade. Some of these agents (e.g., linezolid, daptomycin, and tigecycline) are prototypes of new classes of compounds. In comparative clinical trials, these newer anti-infectives have been shown to be safe and to have low rates of discontinuation by patients. However, long-term use has revealed unique toxicities associated with the use of some of these drugs. The adverse events and potential drug interactions associated with the use of these antibiotics are variable and require familiarity with the safety profile of each drug. It is especially important that clinicians be able to recognize serious adverse events associated with the use of specific drugs, because most of the adverse events can be readily reversed by cessation of therapy.